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there to rescue her. Hearing her cries he ran to-
the burial ground and attacked the Upa-Kichakas, killed
some of them, while others fled away believing him ta
be the Gandharva husband of Draupadi. Draupadi
was set free and reached home followed by Bhima. As-
she entered Sudeshna's apartment, she said looking at
Bhima, "I bow to thee, Gandharva prince, who had
rescued me from death/'
The slaying of Kichaka by a Gandharva was a great
event and Duryodhana's spies, who were located in every
town to discover the hidden Pandavas, informed him of
it.    The clue was worth following.    Duryodhana* asked
the king of the Trigartas, who had been before defeated
by Kichaka, to attack king Virata on the southern side
and seize his cattle, while he himself with his army would
attack him on the north.    The Mahabharata is precise in
stating that it was on the 8th that the Trigartas attacked
Virata,  while  Duryodhana attacked on the pth,   but
strangely enough it is not stated what  month it was.
Virata, accompanied by the four Pandavas, went out to
meet the Trigartas on the south,   leaving the town in
charge of his young son Uttara.    When the Kaurava
army seized the cattle on the north, cow-Jierds" ran to
Uttara for help.    The inexperienced boy boasted that
he would  gladly go out to meet the Kauravas, but
unfortunately he had not a good charioteer.    Sairandhri
suggested that Brihannada (that was the name Arjuna
had assumed) could do the duty for him if his sister
Uttara would ask her teacher in  dancing to do so.
It was spon arranged and Arjuna took out Uttara in
TThe boy as soon as he saw the vast army